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POLITICAL. 


The Mashir-i-Qaisar of the 7th July says that before the Circulation, 
The Berlin Congress meeting of the Berlin Congress, Turkey er 
ane Turkey. was at least in a doubtful or precarious 
state, but the Congress has set the authority of the Porte at 
naught. The telegraphic message of the 28th June, which 
informs us that the Congress has accepted the independence of 
Nervia, and permitted Austria to occupy Bosnia and Herzego- 
Vina, deserves our attention. It is surprising that the measures 
devised by the Congress are only intended to promote the in- 
terests of the European powers, but no power takes heed 
of the Porte. It appears from a telegram, received sometime 
ago, that the Turkish representatives at the Congress maintain 
an attitude of absolute silence. The reason of their reticence 
must be that no European power listens and attaches any 
Weight to what they say. In these circumstances they are 
obliged to remain silent. To be sure, the Congress has absolute 
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powers. It makes any State independent it pleases. It allow, 
one power to occupy any part of the territories of another 
power it pleases. It should be observed how improper is the 
Austrian occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and how 
surprising is the grant of independence to Servia without: the 
consent of the Sultan. It appears from the telegram of the 2nd 
July that the Porte objects to the Austrian occupation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, but that Austria will occupy the two pro- 
vinces under sanction from the powers. The sanction of any 
powers in regard to any matters which concern some other 
power is indeed a very strange phenomenon. The telegram 
of the same date also informs us that the Congress has given 
Antivari to Montenegro, and that the Bessarabian question has 
also beer settled. Russia will receive that portion of Bes. 
sarabia: which lied between the river Kilia and the river 
Pruth. Roumania will get that portion which extends from 
the vicinity of Silistria to Mangalia. O God! what strange 
partition is going on. Itis obvious from all this that the 
authority of the Porte has entirely vanished. Some news- 
papers of Turkey fancy that the decisions of the Congress will 


not be final, and that every measure will be again discussed: 


at Constantinople. But we are not inclined to believe this. 
In tho end the writer says that Turkey should be content 
with her present lot like France, and console herself with the 
thought that prosperity and decline inevitably follow each other. 


The Shola’ Tir of the 9th July says that a!though the 
The Berlin Congress Congress has not yet come to a close, 


and Turkey. 


ed in ensuring the peace of Europe, still from what has 
already transpired about ‘its proceedings it is obvious that 
the meeting of the Congress has not: been so beneficial 
to Turkish interests as was-expected: “It appears from the 


late telegraphic news that Austria will occupy Bosnia and 


Herzegovina with the permission of the powers, that Turkey 


nor have its decisions hitherto succeed- 
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raises objections to the Austrian occupation of those provin- 
gos’ that Bessarabia will be divided between Russia and Rou- 

mania,.that the Greek delegate has asked for the extension of 
the Grecian frontier, and that the question of ceding Batoum 
to Russia has been discussed by the Congress. Itis clear 
how injurious are these decisions of the Congress to.the Tur- 
kish empire. What will be left to the Sultan if the whole 
Turkish empire is partitioned in this way? It remains to be 
seen how the question of the war indemnity is settled. — 
The weaker party is always pressed. It is not likely that even 
the indemnity question will be decided in favour of Turkey, 
because every Huropean power. knows the success or strength 
of Russia, and that a friendly alliance exists between Russia 
and Germany.. Although the matter is seemingly settled by 
arbitration, the strong party is favoured. No great benefit is 
also likely to accrue to England from the decisions of the 
Congress, The result of the cession of Batoum to Russia 
will be that. England will be espoused to great danger at the 
hands of Russia from the Asiatic side, and therefore the Lon- 
don papers very strongly oppose this measure, . The writer 
then argues that if England had espoused the cause of the 
Porte in the late war, her interests would have been far bet- 
ter secured than they are now. But it is to be regretted that 
Mr. Gladstone alienated the hearts of Englishmen from the 
Turks, and thus prevented the English Government from ex- 
tending a helping hand to Turkey, which it was inclined to. 
do. The neutrality of England had the effect of lowering her 
prestige, But she has now recovered her lost prestige. She 
has, by her military preparations, obliged Russia to lay the San 
Stefano treaty on the table at the Congress. In the end, the 
writer hopes that England will not only be able to secure her 
own interests, but will also-succeed in mitigating the security 
of the San Stefano treaty. Especially the surrender of the 
‘forkish fleet,and of the maryeen t tribute.to Russia should be 
‘disallowed, oe 
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The Oudh Akhbdr of the 10th July says that Greees 
The Berlin Congress and Wishes that the provinces of Epirus 
Turkey. and Thessaly should be made over to 
her. If those provinces are also snatched from the hands of 
the Porte, the Turkish empire may be said to have only 
nominal existence in Europe. The loss of those Turkish ter. 
ritories which Russia has seized has sufficiently crippled the 
power of the Turkish empire. Besides, it appears from the 
telegram of the 4th July that Austria has occupied the pro. 
vinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Now if the Turks also 
comply with the request of Greece, nothing will be left in 
their possession in Europe except a small tract of country — 
situated near Constantinople and Adrianople. As the English 
Government is bent from the beginning on maintaining the 
independence and honour of the Turkish empire, we hoped that 
the English Government would not suffer any further dis- 


‘memberment of the Turkish empire. But we regret to say 


that the telegram of the 6th July informs us that the Con- 
gress has asked the Porte to agree toa rectification of 
the Greek frontier. If by a rectification of the Greek 
frontier the Congress means the cession of Epirus and 
Thrace to Greece, and if England has also given her 
assent to this proposal, the Turkish empire may be said to 
have ceased to exist in Europe. The writer then argues that 
it is not advisable for the Turks to reject the proposals of 
the Congress, and thus make themselves liable to a second 
war, and hopes that, through the good offices of England, 
perhaps a part of the Turkish territories, which Russia has 
seized, may be retroceded to the Porte in return for the 108 
of the provinces of Epirus and Thrace. 


The Urdu Akhbédr, published in Marathi at Akola, of the 


6th July, says that it appears from 
milesof landin Khandesn the Bombay Gazette that the Govern 


The grant of 360 square 


oo Saray See. ment of India has granted 360, square 
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giiles of ‘land, situated in Khandesh, to Maharaja Holkar, 
in honour of the assumption by Her Gracious Majesty of 
the title of Empress of India. The whole native population, 
inclading the native chiefs, will receive this piece of news 
with great satisfaction. This grant of land will convince 
those men, who consider that the Government will never part 
with an inch of land, and rules the country witha view to its 
own interests, of the justice and generosity of the Government. 
The writer then, after referring to the loyalty of the native 
chiefs in the mutiny, remarks that this act of generosity on 
the part of the Government is entitled to high praise. It is 
calculated to stimulate the love and loyalty on the part of the 
native people and chiefs towards the English Government. 


The Akhbdrt Anjumant Panjab of the 5th July, in com- 
Theenlistmentofnative Mmenting upon the reply given by 
volunteers. His Excellency the Viceroy and Go- 
vernor-General of India in Council to the memorial of Mr. 
Cowasjeo Dorabjee of Puna regarding the enlistment of na- 
tive volunteers, welcomes the extension of the privilege of 
being volunteers to natives on two grounds, viz., firstly, that 
the extension of this privilege to the natives is a fresk proof 
ofthe fact that the Government makes no distinction among 
its European and native subjects, secondly, that it is calculated 
to encourage friendly intercourse among the rulers and the 


ruled. The writer agrees with the Government in thinking 


that there is no need at all of the formation of separate native 
volunteer corps, and hopes that the educated native youths 
will join European volunteer corps, and thus by mingling with 
Enropeans in a familiar and friendly manner be the means 


of narrowing or removing that breach which exists between 
the two races. 


The Hindi Pradip, Allahabad, of the lst July, received 


The effect of British on the 6th idem , publishes .an article 
rule upon the material 


state of Indiu, headed by a native proverb, which 
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means that a liberal man and a miser eventually find them, 
selves in the same financial position. .The substance of the 
article is as follows :—famine has been constantly Yaging in 
India for some years past. It first broke out.in Bengal and 
Orissa, then in Behar and Tirhoot, and then in Madras.and 
Bombay. Now itis raging in the North-Western Provinogs, 
Oudh, and the Panjab, and has already carried away millions 
of men. The Government has spent vast sams of money on 


the prevention and relief of famine. It is always its object 


to discover some measure to banish this frightful monster from 
the country. A famine commission is at present sitting at 
Simla. But nothing will avail to secure India against famine 
until the Government heartily wishes for the well-being of the 
people. When we compare the present time to that of 
the Mughal emperors, like Akbar, we find the difference 
between the two as great as between a shell and a gold-mohar, 
Although the land revenue in the time of the Delhi kings 
was much less than at present, they never fult any necessity 
to impose any tax upon the people. It is obvious from his- 
tory that famines were rare in their. times. Wheat sold at 
over one maund a rupee, ,They were weighed against jewels 
and precious metals on the days of the anniversary of their 
birth, which were distributed among the poor. But now 
none except the Government servants know whea the day 
of the anniversary of Her Majesty’s birth comes and goes. 
The private apartments of the Mughal emperors and the rooms 
where they used to hold their darbars were richly studded 
with diamonds and pearls which shone like stars in the Hea- 
vens. The Hindus and Musalmans were equally eligible to 
all the appointments in the public service, Raja Bir Bal was 
the prime minister of Akbar. The license tax and the octroi 
duties were quite unknown under the old regimé. Justice 
was strictly and impartially administered. The land revenue 
was not more than thirty-two crores of rupees in the time o 
Shah Jahan. He made an extravagant use of his money. He 
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madé a peacock throne which cost seven cfotes of rupees, - He 
built several stupendous buildings like the Taj Mahal, the Fort, 
the Ja’m& Masjid, &c., which are not rivalled by any build- 
ings on the whole earth. He still left. twenty-four crores of 
rupees in his treasury at the time of his death. He looked 
upon his subjects-as his children. But the times have now quite 
changed. To say nothing of offices like those held by Bir: Bal 
and Todar Mal under the Mughal emperors, no native is now 
admitted to the higher ranks of the public service. The 
natives have now no better means of earning ‘their livelihood 
than menial labour and begging alms. The result of the 
special favour shown to the educated natives is that they 
are allowed to work at the office tredd-mill (what the writer 
obviously means to say is that they are not appointed to 
offices of trust and responsibility but are only employed as 
clerks and writers in the public offices). The revenue assess- 
ments are increased every day, and press heavily upon 
the agricultural classes. No tract of land is now left uncul- 
tivated which might be used as pasture ground by the people ~ 
for the cattle. The kings of Delhi allowed large tracts of 
land to lie uncultivated in order that the people might graze 
their cattle there, and beaome strong and courageous by 
eating butter and milk. The result of this was that strong 
and robust men were available in large numbers when new 
regiments of troops were enlisted. But now the people cannot 
get a sufficient quantity of food, then what bravery can they 
he expected to show? Formerly the people had easy means of 
earning a livelihood, and were not so deeply steeped in poverty 
as they are now. The cause of their poverty is manifest. The 
only object which an Anglo-Indian has in view is to amass 
riches, As soon as he has succeeded in collecting a sum of 
fifty thousand or one hundred thousand pounds sterling, he 
quits India and takes. his way home. As soon as the natives 
begin to raise their heads or make progress in any way, speedy 
Measures are adopted ta stop their .progress, as, for instance, 
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some cotton mills being started in Bombay, the cotton impor 
duties have been abolished with a view. to reduce the price of 
Manchester cotton fabrics. The more the Government 
increases its revenues, the greater is the additional expen. 
diture entailed upon it by the relief of famines, &. The 
proverb is true that at the end of the year both a libergl 
man and a miser find themselves in the same financial position, 
The people even now remember the emperors of the Mughal 
dynasty, because each of them was better than the other. 
But Aurangzeb alienated the hearts of the Hindus, and thus 
accelerated the overthrow of Muhammadan supremacy in 
India. The rule of India then passed into the hands of Mare- 
thas. But they also could not properly conduct the adminis- 
tration. When Heaven perceived that they could not pro- 
perly protect the lives and property of the people, it pleased 
Him to entrust the reins of the Government into the hands of 
the English nation. 


The same paper says that the question about the restora- 
tion of Berar to the Nizam has been 
decided. But it is not known what 
is the decision arrived at. If the decision is that Berar will 
not be restored, what injustice can be greater than this? 
And if a shrewd statesman like Sir Salar Jang has accepted 
this decision, nothing can be a greater folly than this on his 
part. 


The Berar question. 


The following article, which appeared in English, is ex- 
a tracted from the Kavi Vachan Sudha 
to the English Govern- ofthe Ist July, received onthe 6th 
_— ey idem :—“‘ We are very glad to 
observe that the natives of this country are very deeply attached 
to the British crown. If any one doubts this statement ‘of 
ours, let him see how the sepoys of the different regiments 
that have been sent to Malta against the Russians, have 
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offered their services voluntarily to fight for their Queen. 
Let him see also with how much loyalty they have offered 
their services at the risk of crossing the kala pani. 
We also see how the different princes and chiefs in India 
requested the paramount power to allow them the liberty “ = 
placing their troops at the disposal of the Government. All | 
men in India, from the highest to the lowest, vie with each other. 
inshowing their loyalty to the English crown. While such is 

the case it is argued by many that the Hindus are very much 

wanting in Joyalty; and that with very little show of reagon- 

ing. When His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales came 

out to India, how deeply were the people here attached to him ; 

how affectionately they spoke of him, even personifying him 

as a god; and how loyally all came forward to show their 

respect to him. It is now settled therefore that the people 

here are deeply attached to the British Government, and are 
on the whole contented. Of course it might be argued with 
much reasoning that there are many drawbacks in the system 
of Government at present pursued, and that it is capable of 
improvement. But to err is human, and no Government in 
the world can be perfect. As that great philosopher and 
distinguished. political economist John Stuart Mill argues—all 
Governments in the world have their drawbacks, and one is 
better than the other when it has smaller number of draw- 
backs. So then, when we compare the British Government 
with the Muhammadan, we are tempted to yield the palm to 
the former. The Muhammadan Government had its advan- 
tages ; but they are so insignificant, and so much eclipsed by 

the advantages offered to the people under the present Go- 
vernment, that even the most inveterate enemy of the English 
cannot but speak favourably of their Government. We are 
not speaking now by way of flattery. Too well we know how 
the present Government guards the rights of the people, checks 
the mighty and the rich from swallowing the weak and the 
poor, and administers justice insuch a way as to Insure peace 
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and contentment throughout the breadth and length of the 
land. We only hope, and sincerely hope, that the Britis, 
Government might continue for ever and ever ; that the ep. 
querors might go on rousing ancient India from her presey 
lethargy to her former state of eminence and glory ; and thy 
the conquered might ever feel deeply grateful for the innume. 
able benefits that have been conferred upon them and thy 
might in future be conferred on them. We also hope that i 
the present complicated state of affairs in Europe, Englanj 
might come out with i ere laurels on her boon and he 
itd unsullied.”” 


The Nir-i- Afshan, a sectarian paper published by the Ame. 
| rican Mission of Ludhiana, of the 4th 
July, says that any man, who has care. 
fully read the history of Turkey, must know very well whi 
troubles and misfortunes the Christian subjects of the Pork 
have received at its hands since the establishment of the 0+ 
toman empire in Kurope. Especially within the last three cer- 
turies the Turks have acted in opposition to all principles d 
civilisation and human liberty to such an extent that the cor 
dition of their Christian subjects has been no better than thatol 
slaves. The recent events show that the oppression and tyrar- 
ny of the Turks did not please Heaven. He allowed thems 
long time to reform their administration but in vain.  Theit 
religious prejudices induced them to act in a way which ledt 
the loss of lakhs of human lives. The reader must remember 
what atrocities they committed in Bulgaria, Belgrade, Herz 
govina, &. They brutally murdered children, women, and old 
men. They tore children out of the wombs of pregnant we 
men by spears, and hung them up on spears in the presen0é of 
their mothers. Could these eruelties of the Turks find favour 
with Heaven ? No, never. Heaven has now begun to reveng? 
these cruelties. It appears from the telegraphic news of this 
week that the Congress is going ¥0 make over some oppressed 
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provinces of the Turkish empire to the European powers, and 
to liberate the others from Turkish dominion, and that the 
Turkish plenipotentiaries are silently regretting their past 
misdeeds. The writer then refers to the occupation of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina by Aastria, the division of Bulgaria into 
two independent provinces, &c. 


NATIVE STATES. 


The Suhail Hind of the 9th July, in its correspondence 


ae : columns, publishes an article in which 
The bad state of the | tei ee | 
police id the Hyderabad the writer, after referring to the case 


— of an Englishman, a road contractor, 
who was murdered by a robber on the 20th June athis house, 
in mauza Karmagarh, near the Chadarghat cantonments 
(Hyderabad), a reward of Rs. 500 having been offered by the 
Datbar to any man who will trace and identifiy the murderer ; 
and to two cases of theft in which the police tortured the sus- 
pected men or prisoners, one a Rohilla and the other named 
Amir Mirza, to extort confessions, so severely that both men 
died from the effects of the beating they received, remarks 
that cases of this kind are very frequent in this State. There 
is no law for the control of the village police. ._The police are 
at liberty to act as they please. The Madar-ul-Maham pays 
no attention to this matter, and therefore the Government of 
India should see to it. 


A correspondent of the Panjabi Akhbdr of the 6th July, 
aioe. writing from Jaipur, complains that 
eholera is raging m the Jaipur State. 

The Jaipur Darbar has sent cholera pills to every police 
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slation and chauki for distribution. The State has also 


established a. poor-house for the relief of thefamine-stricken 
people. It. is supported by subscriptions, and above one 


theusand poor men, who are unfit for labour, are already 
admitted into it. 


oi Sa 


The writer complains that the Jaipur Darbar has: ap- 
pointed a muharrir to the charge of every letter-box in Jai- 
pur, and no man is allowed to throw a letter in a letter-box 
i\ until the muharrir has read the address on the cover. This 
| kind of restriction is obviously opposed to the wishes of the 
English Government. Some time ago a friend of the writer 
- went to post a letter addressed to the Resident. ‘The muhar- 
rir in charge of the letter-box asked the man to open the 
letter and show it to him. The man replied that he might 
open the letter if he pleased, and also said that Rs. 500 worth 
of currency notes were enclosed in the letter, and that if he 
opened the letter he would be responsible for the loss of the 
notes. The muharrir was frightened by this threat, and so the 
man posted the letter and went away. Perhaps the Jaipur 
Darbar exercises this check over letters in order to trace the 
correspondents of newspapers, or to trace those men who send 
information about the State to European officers. The writer 
hopes that the Government will enquire into this matter. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
Circulation, 


rT coulia. A correspondent of the Benares Akhbdr of the 4th July, 
Relief works have been Yeceived on the 9th idem, writing 

started at Mirzapur. from Mirzapur under date the 1st 

Julv, says that there has been a pretty good rainfall in this 

district, but that only slight showers have fallen in the town. 

. The prevalence of distress caused by high prices has induced 
Mr. Dale, the Collector of Mirzapur, to start one or two relief 

works, which will provide labour to thousands of men. He 

has sent an order to every village thana to the effect that 

the famine-stricken people should be sent to the relief-works. 

Those men who are emaciated by privations will be tempora- 

_ rily fed gratis at the poor-houses, but when they have reco- 

vered their strength they will be sent to work at the relief- 

works. But our countrymen are a very wicked people. 

They find fault with the Government even in this matter. 
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There is no doubt that the Government will pay bare subsis- 
tence wages. Many persons say that no man will like to work 


at this low rate of wages. But to our thinking an extravagant © 


use of public money is not proper. The relief should neither be 
so inadequate that the sufferers may die of starvation, nor 
should it be rendered on so extravagant a scale as in the time of 
Lord Northbrook. Weare verysorry to hear of the lamentable 
loss of life in Mysore and Madras during the late visitation. 
There are lakhs of poor men in India who will not condescend 
to earn a livelihood by doing cooli work. Some arrange- 
ments must be made for the support of this description of 
men. They may be employed as writers and supervisors at 
_ relief-works. A writer may be employed for every one hun- 
dred labourers on Rs. 15 or 20 a month, and a supervisor or 
head-workman for every twenty labourers on Rs. 5 or 6 a 
month. As regards the rate of wages, we don’t think that 
_ labourers will like to work on one and a half annas a day, and 
will do the same amount of work as they are accustomed to do 
for two or two and a half annas a day. The relief-work that has 
been opened to-day is situated a short distance from the town, 
and it is therefore not likely that a large number of men will 
resort to it. Mr. Dale should open relief-works at such outlying 
places at Dudhi, Sarguja, &c. The inhabitants of these places 
are suffering severely from distress, and probably are willing 
to work at the low rates of wages. It is very difficult that 
they should come all the way to the headquarters of the 
district in search of work. It should be also borne in mind 
that if cu'tivators are drafted to relief-works situated at the 
distance of thirty or forty miles from their houses, the agri- 
cultural operations will be altogether stopped. 


A eorrespondent of the Vakil-i-Hindustda of the 6th July, 
The opening of a relief. Writing from Benares, states that a 
work at Benares, relief-work has been started at Ben- 
ares on which four hundred men are employed, and that the 
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weak, sickly, lame, &c., who are unable to work, are fed at a 
poor-house. 

The Hindi Pradip of the lst July, senatved on the 6th 
idem, argues that all police officers, 
from constables to inspectors, being a 
body of ignorant, uneducated, and unprincipled men, they are 
a source of great annoyance to the public. They take bribes 
from badmashes and connive at their illegal acts. They vex 
and harass poor and ignorant persons, and practice extortion. 
The writer urges that the lower grades of the police service 
should be recruited by educated men nominated by the al 
cipals and headmasters of colleges and schools. 


The police department. 


The same paper states that Mr. Markham has made such 
The assessment of the @xCcellent arrangements about the as- 
license tax at Allahabad. sessment of the license tax at Allaha- 
bad that the tax does not press very severely upon the people. 
If similar arrangements have also been made in the other 
districts, we heartily thank Sir George Couper. It does not 
matter if the Statesman is at present so opposed to him. 


The Vaktt-i-Hindustén of the 6th July says that the late 
The late election of the election of the members of the muni- 
ie pron lg “Aarit. cipal committee of Amritsar present- 
sar. ed an interesting spectable. For four 
or five days the election was the main topic of discourse 
in the town. The members of the municipal committee 
looked upon the election as an unexpected misfortune, and 
the public regarded it as a source both of trouble and amuse- 
ment. It presented’ the nambardars and chaudhris of the 
different mohallas of the town with an occasion to oblige the 
members of the municipal committee and the honorary 
magistrates. The proveedings.of this.election were not marked 
by pure‘honesty and fairness. ‘There is no deubt that the dis- . 
trict officers spayed no pams to: secure free and unbiassed 
votes. But the time has not yet arrived when the members — 


i 


of the municipal committee and the people will perfectly 
understand their duties and privileges. The candidates tried 
every unfair means, as, for instance, force, entreaty, pressure, 
influence, money, &o., to secure votes in their favor. In 
spite of this, great good has accrued from this election. 
Firstly, the members have been: made to-feel that their 
election and dismissal are entirely in the hands of the 
people, and that therefore it should always be their chief 
object to win the affections of the people. Secondly, the 
people have been fully convinced that they have the power 
to elect members of the municipal committee. Thus the late 
election, faulty as it may have been in some respects, has taught 
a good lesson to both the parties, and a repetition of this 
lesson two or three times will be very useful. The : late 
election has taught another useful lesson, viz., that in order 
to preserve the dignity and honor of the honorary magis- 
trates they should be appointed ex-officio members of the 
municipal committee. This time some honorary magistrates 
sent for the electors at their houses, and abused and 
threatened them, and told them that if they would not give 
votes in their favor, they (the honorary magistrates) would 
see them (the electors) some day. Moreover, it is very dero- 
gatory to the dignity of the honorary magistrates that they 
should go from door to door begging votes. The namardars 
and chaudhris will occasionally call upon the honorary 
magistrates for aid, if mecessary, in return for the favor 


conferred upon the latter by the former by proposing the latter - 


to be members of the municipal committee. In order to 
prevent this state of things for the future, it will be better to 
appoint honorary magistrates ex-officio members of the muni- 
cipal committee. 


The Shola’ Tir of the 9th July says that in a the 


The imposition of a tax land revenue being inadequate to de- 
on xnimals in the munici- fray the State expenses, a house tax 


palty of Fyzabad. .e 5 
re and a tax upon carriages and animals 
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are levied to supplement it. But in India the revenue demand 


‘yields a suitable sum of money, and therefore it has not 
hitherto been thought necessary to levy a tax on animals, | 


Now it appears from the municipal department notification 
No. 330A published in the Supplement to the North-Western 
Provinees and .Oudh Gazette, dated 22nd June, 1878, 


that an animal tax has been imposed in the municipality — 


of Fyzabad, Oudh. The natives have long been under the 
impression that an animal tax will be shortly. introduced in 
India like Europe. And now that the tax has been imposed 
in the municipality of Fyzabad, they fancy that it’ will be 
gradually introduced in other districts also throughout India. 
But to our thinking they are labouring under a misapprehen- 
sion. It is well known to the Government that the natives 


are hard beset with poverty, and live from hand to mouth. 


Those men who possess elephants can easily pay an animal 
tax. But the levy of an animal tax will press very hard upon 
those poor men who keep ponies or draught cattle and earn 
two or four annas a day with their assistance. The cause of 
the introduction of an animal tax in the Fyzabad municipality 
is that the present income of the municipality was inadequate 
for all the necessary localexpenses. The people should rest as- 
sured that the animal tax will not be levied in other districts. 


The Mashir-i-Qaisar of the 7th July, after expressing gra- 
titude to Mr. Gladstone for his efforts 
on behalf of the vernacular press, and 
referring to the despatch of the Secretary of State for India 
regarding the Vernacular Press Act, says that great regret is 
expressed in England at the severity of the press law. Indeed, 
Act IX of 1878 is very severe, and we have from the begin- 
ning recommended mitigation. Now that the Secretary of 
State for India recommends that certain clauses of the Verna- 


cular Press Act should be repealed, we hope that Lord Lytton 


will repeal those® clauses, and gladly accord free permission 


ae ( 608 ) 


to*the vernacular press to otitivise all Government mea- 
sures with honesty and faithfulness. If any paper adopts an 
attitudé of hostility towards the Government, it should be 
brought under the operation of Act IX of 1878. The grant 
of perfect liberty to the vernacular press is very beneficial to 
the Government itself. The enactment of Act IX has already 
administered a sufficient warning to native journalists, Those 
men who formerly used to indulge in unrestrained license will 
be more careful and cautious in future. We need not write 
anything more on this subject, because the Government of 
India itself has the maintenance of our honour and prestige at 


heart, and is aware that scores of vernacular newspapers are 
being stopped. 


The Urdu Akhbar, published in 1 Marathi at Akola, of the Circulation, 


The Vernacular Press Sth July, after adverting to the 
— amendments proposed by the Secre- 
tary of State for India in his despatch of the 3lst May in 
Act IX of 1878, viz., that the submission of the proof sheets 
of newspapers to a Government officer for approval before 
- publication should not be encouraged, and that the criticism 
of officers and Government measures should not be prohibit- 
ed or discouraged, and to the motion which Mr. Gladstone is 
about to make in Parliament about the Vernacular Press Act, 
expresses a hope that the Act will be so modified that it will 
not be in the power of any officer to unnecessarily harass the 


proprietors of vernacular newspapers. 


The Urdu Akhbdr, published in Marathi at Akola, of the 


The prohibition of na- 6th July, referring to the articles 


vad pose hase. “ye =. published i in the correspondence col- 


in. Berar. umns of the Berar Samachar (vide the 
Selections for the week ending the 4th July, 1878, page 5/2), 
and the Native Opinion, an Anglo-Marathi journal of Bombay, 


condemning the prohibition of native carts or wagons, the 


150 copies. 


Circulation, 
150 copies. 
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thickness of whose wheels at the circumference is less than 
two inches, from going upon the metalled roads in Berar, ag 
an unjust one, defends the prohibition on the ground that in 
other provinces also such wagons as injure the road are 
prohibited from going upon the metalled roads, and the 
result of this prohibition has been that the old pattern of the 
wagons has been greatly improved. Now it should be 
observed that whenever this prohibition were to be enforced 
in Berar, it would at first be unwelcome to the people. It 
is the duty of the Government to make every kind of im- 
provement in the country. True, the roads are constructed 
out of the public funds, and the carts also belong to the 
people. But the Government is fully justified in protecting 
the roads from being injured by the carts, because in doing 
this it only prevents the waste of public money. Thinking 
‘that an immediate prohibition of the carts from going upon 
the roads will press hard upon the owners of carts, the Gov- 
ernment allowed them a period of four months to improve 
their carts. But when its orders have been unheeded by 
them, it has been obliged to enforce the prohibition. It is 
quite unreasonable to condemn the prohibition as an oppressive 
or unjustone. The Government does not want the owners 
of carts to make any very costly improvements. It only 
requires that the wheels at the circumference should be a 
little thicker, which will involve very small expenditure. In 
the end, the writer suggests that the time of grace allowed to 
the people to improve the carts shouldbe further extended. 


EDUCATION. 


Circulation, The Urdu Akhbér, published in Marathi at Akola, of the 
a as wes bee 6th July, referring to the complaints 
attached to the high made by it in its issue of the 27th 
en er ” April last, about the mismanagement 
of the boarding house attached to the high school, Akola, 
viz., that petty thefts were frequent in the boarding louse, 


(, 605 ) 


and that the superintendent of the boarding house gave no 
food to the boarders on the 21st April (vide the Selections for 
the week ending the 4th May, 1878, pages 385 and 386), 
says that in all these matters the fault lay with the kérkun or | 
e clerk of the boarding house. He used to commit thefts. in | 


@ conjunction with the menial servants. It was he who refused 

8 food to the boarders on the 21st April, and falsely declared , 

d @§ that he was acting under the orders of the superintendent. if 
t He has now been dismissed along with the menial servants. 


- The Urdu Akhbér expresses regret that it unwittingly 
d found fault with the superintendent of the boarding house 
Q in the issue of the 27th April. Raghunath Balkrishna Tal- 
g [% walkar has now been appointed superintendent in place of 
Y Vishwanath Mohniraj, and the management of the boarding 
y f house has been placed on a satisfactory footing. 

n 


‘ LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Lauhi Mahfuz, Moradabad, of the 5th July, complains Circulation, 
The prevalence of gamb- that a sort of gambling with three esanioh oan 
ling a¢ Moradabad, cards very much prevails at Morada- 
bad by which persons of bad character cheat ignorant tra- 
vellers. Two or three persons of bad character take their 
seats at a distance of one or two miles from the town by the 
side of a road and tempt ignorant travellers to a game of 
three cards, and thus cheat them of all they possess. Some 
time ago some lambardars were bringing money to the town i | 
to pay their revenue instalments, when they were waylaid 
by a body of these gamblers and cheated of their money. 
The district officers should adopt some measure to check the 


growth of this crime. 


—- | wewee.lUmh™S!Cl( Rll ee 


The Akhbdr-i-A’m, Lahore, of the 3rd July, complains of the Circulation, 
The prevalence of gamb- Prevalence of the same sortof gamb- ” oo 
ling at Lahore. ling as above referred to at Lahore. 


: : 
tS ——.lS 
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Circulation, —_ A correspondent of the Safir-i-Budhana of the 3rd: July, 
100 copies, See Weliscic is id referring to the frequent occurrence 
fatal accidents by swim of fatal accidents by swimming in the 
_— ey “bridge at on. Ganges canal near the brid ge at Roor- 
— kee, says that the police should Brent 


bit boys from swimming in the canal. 


Circulation, A correspondent of the Urdu Akhbdr, published in Urdu at 

100 copies rhe prevalence of small. Akola, of the 6th July, writing from 
pox a‘ Chhandwara. = Chhandwara, says that small-pox is 
very prevalent in the town. The Government has prohibited 
men from keeping children suffering from small-pox in the 
town under pain of punishment, Two men, named Bhola 
and Hatwa, of the teli caste, were convicted of this offence on 
the 28th June, and each of them was sentenced to imprison- 
ment for fifteen days and fined Rs. 15. Thus hundreds of men 
whose children are suffering from small-pox have been turned 
out of the town. They are exposed to great inconvenience 
by living outside the town in the rainy season. Some of 
them, who are poor, are starving, because they are not allow- 
ed to come into the town where they could earn a livelihood. 


The same paper urges the need of appointing an Urdu 
ie eisai ak ie muharrir at each tahsildar’s office in 
muharrir at every tahsil- Berar, because if any Urdu or Persian 
dar’s office in Berar. 
papers come to the office great incon- 
venience is experienced by the office. 


Cireulation, The Mitra Vilas of the 8th July, after adverting to the 
150 copies. * °,@ * . oy ee, i 

la prohibition of decorating children with 

ren with precious orna- precious ornaments in the Bhopal State, 


ments. asks the Government to enforce a 
similar prohibition in British India. 


Circulation, The Oudh Punch of the 9th July, in its local news’columns, 


400 copies. : : 
" The release of dancing- Publishes an article, written in 4 


girls charged with buyin 
girls during the late scar yiss facetious style, on the release of those 


city at Lucknow, dancing-girls at Lucknow who were 


( 607 ) 


lately arrested on the charge.of purchasing girls from their 
poor parents during the late scarcity. The writer congratu- 
lates the dancing-girls on their good fortune that they have 
been released without even haying been put toa trial. The 
way in which one of these dancing girls was released is des- 
_ eribed as follows:—Bi Haidar (a dancing-girl), accompanied 
by some respectable gentlemen of the city, went to the house of 
the judicial officer (perhaps, the Judicial Commissioner is 
meant), lay down at his feet and complained to him that her 
mother’s sister has been causelessly imprisoned. He replied 


that he did not know anything about it, and expressed 


great regret at it. After this the writer puts in a number of 
asterisks to show that something has been omitted here. 
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